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AMUStMENTS THIS AFTERNOON AM EVENKI
olthpjo theatre. Hroadm?.-Tui Biu.lT pantomimeor Hcmttt Ucmftt. Maiiuea at S.

LIMA EDWIN's THEATRE, 710 Broadway.-Witches
Or New Yobe. Maunae at i.

booth's theatre, Twenty-third at., rornarBlith it. .
The Fooi.'s Revenue. Mailnae, !>».Tue Ibon Chest.

WALLACE'S THEATER, Broadway and Uth (treat.
TubVbteeak.

ORAND OPRRA HOUSE. nirner of Sth ar. andttd »U.
! "" BOOKll. Matinee at IX.
NIBLO'8 OARDBN, Broadway, betw-eo Prtnee and

Houston eta. La Billi BavauE, Matinee at 3.

8T JAME8' thkatkk, Twenty-elibth atreet and Broad*
way.'.Moma l1>1. Maunre at 3.

WOOD'S MUSEUM. Broadway, oorner 30th tt. .Perforin
anceiafternoon and ermine.Wurkinomrn or Niw York

academy op music, Fourteenth street..Italia*
Opera -Matinee at IX.Bodkrto il Diavoi.O.

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery.ValKHTIMB amd OaeoN.BuffaloBill. Matinee at 3.

FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE, Twenty-fourth street..
London Assurance. Matinee, IX.Frovokfd Husband.
BROOKLYN ACADEMY OF MUSIC, Mentacue (troetEmclkhOpera.Kba Diavolo.

MRS. F. B. CONVYAVS BROOKLYN THEATRE.LlobreiaBorgia, Ac. Matinee at 8.Camillf.

PARK THEATRE, oppoette City Ball, Brooklyn..Buffalo Bill.

THEATRE COM1QUR, 614 Broadway..Oowtn Vnn*Lleue,nkum> a< i». ac..Cindr uella. Matinee at 2.xINION SQUARE THEATRE. Fourteenth tt. and Broad,
way Negro Acts.bcui.rsuuE, Ballet, Ac. Matinee.
TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE. No. 301 Bowery. MgroEccentricities. Burlesques, do. Matinee, IXBRYANT'SNEW OPERA HOUSE, 331 at., between 6th

end 7thara..Bryant's Minstrels. Matinee at 8.
THIRTY-FOURTH STREET THEATRE, near Third arenue.VarietyEntertainment.
SAN FRANCISCO MINSTREL HALL, 5M Broadway2ue Ban Francisco Minstrel*.

PAVILION, No. 688 Broadway, near Fourth aL.ObandConorrt.
NEW YORK CTRCU9, Fourteentn etreet. .SoRNES in
the Rino, Acbodats, do. Matmce at 2XTRIPLE
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Carl Scnruz yesterday, before the Senate
committee on the French arms business, was

called to give bis testimony on the subject.
So far, however, his evidence recalls only the
eld fable of the mountain and the mouse.

The Crossing or thk Line by the stin

for this rough and blustery month of March
was signalized over nearly the whole area of
the United States, east of the Rocky Mountains,by the coldest and stormiest Bpring
equinoctial weather upon record. And now

another storm is coming up from the southwestwhich probably may extend into the New
Dominion. Let it come; for we expect it to
carry off old Winter to the North Pole.

Th* Connecticut Election draws nigh;
the battle waxes hot and sharp; the State is
closer than New Hampshire. Four or fire
hundred majority for the Governor is considereda great victory. The present Governor,
Jewell, is said to be, by his friends, good for
five hundred majority. He had only one hundredlast year, and this year one or two hundredanti-Grant republicans may spoil his calculations.New Uampshlre, on the other
band, has shown that the anti-Grant republicansare very few, though very noisy ; and so
In Connecticut the odds appear to be in favoi
of Jewell. The Iocs of the helping hand o'
Tammany, too, has been a heavy loss to th<
democracy everywhere, but especially in Con
nectlcut.
Mexican Warfare is forcibly illustrate

by our special despatch from Mitiooros r<

porting that the revolutionary General Tr<
riflo, who was bo badly defeated by th
government troops near Zacatecas, has s«
about repairing his bad fortunes by prestamos
in the accustomed manner. This operation i
safer and pays better than fighting, and is
therefore, more congenial to bis heroic nature
Trevifio is no respecter of persons or nation
allty. So an American who refused to com
down with the cash was "sold out," and th<
prooeeds of bis goods and chattels applied fo
the benefit of the extortioner. Ilow mucl
longer will the United States government bi
content to lool^ 00? "Job's patience" mus

hide its undiminished head by the side of thi
lamblike forbearance which our governnien
has shown towards Mexico*

NEW YOJ
Tfc* BulU Prm ud Ike Atakaai Claim.
The opinion^ which eeeme at present to obtainto some extent in Great Britain, that the

submission of what are called the claims for
indirect losses are not within the province of
the Tribunal of Arbitration, has been reached
by very slow process. The 4'case" of the
American government was officially delivered
to the agent of the British government at
Geneva, in pursuance of the terms of the

treaty, on toe i.»m aay or uecemoer last, a

dozen or more copies were delivered by GeneralScbenck to the Foreign Office in London
on the 20th day of December, and an additionalnumber within a very few days thereafter; and the leading press in London were

furnished with copies about the same time.
Copies were freely distributed to those who
desired them as soon as they had been given
to the Foreign Office. The "case" was thereforein the possession of the British governmenton 15th December, and fairly before the
British public by the 25th or 26th day of December.

It is believed that the first comment made
on our case was in the Morning
Post, of December 28. Attention was

called to these claims and to their possible
magnitude, and the writer closed by saying :.
"The extravagant nature of these demands is
the best evidence that the arbitrators, a majorityof whom are to make an award, which is
to be final, will refuse to entertain them. But that
they should be made, when their rejection is
certain, 1b not a pleasant ciroumstance."
Not one word about the presentation being
an infraction of tbo treaty. On the contrary,
Enarland was to be Drotected bv the rejection
ot the claims because thejr were extravagant.
On the 2d of January the Times opened fire.

It said :."The safest, as well as the most dignifiedcourse is, therefore, to stand upon what
we conceive to be sonnd legal principles, and
to demur to any such claim for indirect damages.* * * It is fair to notice that they
[the rules of the troaty] are ex post facto
law, * * and to remember also that in
past wars, when the United States were neutral,their government Is admitted to have
acted quite at variance with the loosest Constructionof such rules. * * * The very
vagueness of these demands, and the impossibilityof estimating the damage and apportion!ing the compensation, show their unsoundness.''

Still not a word denying tne rignt to presentthe claims. They were to be demurred
to, not beoause they were not within the scope
of the treaty, but beoause they were vague
and impossible to estimate.
The next day the Daily Newt took up the

story. It said:."We have hereto do with
demands that are capable of boundless expansion.* * * What that full extent may
be we are not expressly told; in laot the computationsof the United States government
have not yet reached the mighty sum. * * *

Happily claims such as these are no longer
matter of controversy between England and
the United States. Confident in our own

rectitude and in the substantial justice of our

cause, we have oonsented to refer it to a tribunalso constituted as to insure the confidenceof the world. We Bball not anticipate
it3 decision, but we Bhall be quite ready to
accept its j uatice."

It will be observed that this journal, which
has been the most rabid in its counsels to
break the treaty unless the United States will
withdraw its case without discussion, in its
issue nearly three weeks after the meeting at
Geneva and a fortnight after General Schenck
bad begun distributing the case In London to
whoever wanted it, was of the opinion that the
arbitrators were to pass upon these claims.
On the 4th of January the Morning Post

was of the same opinion. That the agent of
the government of the United States, it said,
"should contend, in the case he has presented,
that we should also be responsible, * *

even for the prolongation of the war, is not
surprising, since he speaks as an advocate.
But no judge could for an Instant entertain
such claims."
The Standard of the same day says, commentingon our case "No demand has been

advanced for indirect or constructive damages,largely as these have been insisted upon
in the argument with which tha American
representatives have opened their pleadings.
* * * The verdict of the Court upon such
an issue as that we shall not attempt to anticipate."
On the same day the PaU Mall Gazette gave

its views on our case, which the writer bad
evidently read. "The Treaty of Washington
would have been almost certainly rejected by
the Senate if it had excluded the Americans
from s'ating their grievances by way of forensicargument as strongly as they had done in
diplomatic communication. The real question
is whether the treaty, which is undoubtedly
on its trial, has proved a means of applying
to these passionate statements, now seven

years old, the criterion of detailed inquiry,
settled law and sober reason. * The
issue may well be awaited with the keenest
interest and even anxiety; but there is no

solid ground for the anticipations of disaster
which have been abroad for a day or two."
The Morning Post and the Standard of the

5th, and the Telegraph and the Spectator of
the Gtb, each bad an article on the subject,
showing that the several writers had read our

case, and understood the claim for indirect
damages. In none of them la there anj
evidence of a design to oontest our

right to present such a claim. The
Spectator, on the contrary, says that

r "the wording of the treaty does not expressly
1 exclude such demands," and the Telegraph

says, "be (ftho President) has resolved to
work the statesmanlike treaty In a popular

d way and to cover the act of submitting the
i- affair to arbitration by Yankee flourishes of
>. the most extravagant kind. If it amuses his
e countrymen it may save him; It certainly doe»
it not hurt us.'1 * '

To the bilious Saturday Review belongs the
credit of having invented a plausible way for

i, England to do a dishonorable and a disgraoe.ful act. In its Issue or the 6th of Jauuary it
- says "The treaty was drawn with culpable
e laxity, but it cannot be strained into an interspretation consistent with American demands,
r The English agents would have no choice but
1 to withdraw from the arbitration in the imbprobable event of a consideration by the
t tribunal of the claim on account of the
b imaginary prolongation of the war." It will
t bo esen that even this unscrupulous writer

hud not then Imagined that the tribunal itsell

IK HERALD, SATURDAY,
could not take cognizance of the preliminary
qaeatlon of jurisdiction.
To the honor of the English press it may be

said that it was some time in reaching the
standpoint of the Saturday Review. During
the following week the Timet had articles
nearly every day, none of which showed a

purpose of removing the subject from the
jurisdiction of the Geneva Tribunal. The
Spectator of the following Saturday (the 13th)
returned to the subject. It could scarcely find
language strong enough to express its objectionto the claims, but, it added, "the jurists
assembled at Geneva will certainly not forget
the tendency of such absurd claims to render
infnmaHswtml avKUrstiAn nf tKSn Irinrl aU.AirAthAP

hopeless and inoperative in future." Still,
England was to be protected at Geneva, not by
her own act.
The Spectator of the 20th had another long

article entitled, "The Appearance of Sharp
Practioe in the Amerioan Case," in which, with
the expression of much ill temper, it at.
tempted to show that bj a proper construction
of the treat/ consequential damages ought not
to be allowed at Geneva ; but it had not then
made up its mind that this was a question for
Great Britain to determine rather than the
arbitrators.
During the following week the excitement

continued to Increase in England as the open*
ing of Parliament approached; but It does not

appear that the press was even then seriously
considering the foroing the Ministers to act in
the direction of taking the question out of the
jurisdiction of the tribunal.
On the 28th of January (Sunday) the OA.

server, usually a careful journal, said:."It
is better we should say openly and distinctly
that we hold ourselves responsible for the
direot damages caused by certain particular
vessels, but we repudiate all pecuniary liabilityfor the indirect consequences of our nationalpolicy."
The cue thus given was taken up by the

press with great unanimity, and has become
substantially the position of England.

It will thus be observed that the press, with
the exception of an angry diatribe in the Saturdaylteview, was seven weeks and two days
in finding out that the claim for indirect damageswere not admissible; and it was six days
later that Lord Granville and the Ministry,
with the tear of Mr. Disraeli before them, followingin the wake of an excited press, wrote
their note to General Schenck. It waB some

days later still that Mr. Gladstone, again
goaded by Mr. Disraeli, made the speech which
required two explanations on two successive
nights on the floor of the House, to say nothing
of a subsequent letter to the correspondent of
a New York journal.
Hell Gate and the Eiut River Improvement.
Few people are aware of the stupendous

work going on at Hell Gale and of the importantresults that may be expected to ensue

from it. The removal of the rocks there
which obstruct navigation so as to make a perfectlyfree and safe channel for the largest
vessels was a vast undertaking. In this age,
however, hardly anything seems Impossible to

engineering skill. In view, therefore, of the
importance of opening a free and safe channel
for the commerce of New York by the way of
Long Island Sound and the East River, the
government resolved to remove the Hell Gale
obstructions. The work was commenced about
two years ago, and it is believed that in less
than two years more the whole will be completed.It is under the charge of Major
General John Newton, of the United States
Engineer Corps. A vast deal of rock has
already been blasted out and cleared away.
Of about one hundred and sixty-five
thousand cubic yards of rock to bp removed
at least forty-two thousand yards have been
taken out. For removing the rest the rock is
being tunnelled and pierced in every direction.
When this Is accomplished a tremendous blast
will be made with seven thousand pounds of
nitro-glycerine, equal in force to seventy
thousand pounds of gunpowder. The explosionwill be a small earthquake. The details
of the work are exceedingly interesting to
scientific men. But the important fact we

now call attention to is with regard to the resultsthat must follow to the commerce of the
cily and to the improvement of the upper part
of the island. When the largest steamship in
the European trade can come safely to this
port through Hell Gate and by way of Long
Island Souud, thus saving time and sometimesavoiding danger by the outer passage,
we may expect a portion of the business at
least will be located far up town ; and when,
in addition to the clearing of Hell Gate, a

large ship canal and fine system of docks shall
be made, by the Harlem River and Spuyten
Duyvel, to connect the Sound and East River
with the Hudson River, there will be, no

doubt, a surprising change in the business
localities of New York, General McClellan
and onr Dock Commissioners will, undoubtedly,keep in view these great prospective
improvements in the grand plan they have devisedfor reconstructing our docks and in
making this commercial metropolis the pride
of the country and admiration of the world.
Neither the federal nor our city government
can spend money so usefully as in giving all
ilia fnrilitipa noaaibln tn the rnmmprp.n of

New York.

Th« Anglo-Fkencii Commercial Trkatt..
Lord Lyons, British Minister at Versailles,
has notified President Thiers that the English
government cannot modify its customs duties
charges on French commodities imported into
the kingdom during the year the commeroial
treaty between the countries remains in force.
This means that Great Britain will maintain
the Cobden-Bonaparte treaty intact until the
moment of its expiration by its own limitation,next year, and thus throw the onus of
deciding between free trade and a tariff tax
protection on Thiers or bis successors. The
French Parliament is willing to modify the
scale of customs rates, as will be seen by the
legislative statement which we publish in the
Hkkald to-day; but Engla .d appears to be
disposed to adhere firmly to the prinoiple
which has benefited her own manufacturers,
without any great care for the peculiar positionof her French neighbors.

Emprroh William of Gkrmant was comiplimented by his snbj -cts yesterday on the
occasion of the completion of tho seventyfifthyear of his age. A very rcmarkablo

f man and deserving of the honor.

MARCH 23, 1872..TRIP]
(' ileal AleteorolocT and the U(kt II
Throw* on Oar Cold Winter.The Cold
Snap.
The great success of science In predicting

the daily phenomena of weather has revived
the long cherished hope of foreseeing the climaticcharacter of the seasons. Who can say
what the immense value of saeh information
beforehand would have been in this peculiarly
stormy and severe winter ? It has long been
the belief of botb peasants and philosophers
that the variations of temperature are not as

irregular as they are vulgarly supposed to be,
and in very recent times many eminent astronomershave pointed out the remarkable
coincidence between the earth's seasonal cyclesand the suospot cycles. A Canadian
writer, using the returns of the Toronto Observatory,has also recently indicated for that
location a connection between the amount of
annual rainfall and the sunspots, and of these
again with "several interlacing streams of
circumsolar meteors/' The Radcliffe astronomerin England, in his report for 1871, announcesthat the mean direction of the wind
at Oxford, computed by the records of selfregisteringinstruments, varies between the
maximum and minimum of sunspots, the ten-
dency of the wind to westward increasing
with the number of sunspots, and, with suoh
west wind, the amount of rain. The AstronomerRoyal, Professor C. Piazzi Smith, has
very lately made an important addition to our

knowledge of this subject of cosmical meteorology,and ventures some striking and well confirmedsuggestions. Basing his deductions upon
the results obtained from the rock thermoine

tersof the Royal Observatory at Edlnburg,
he stales that the most positive and striking
feature of the wholo series of observations is
"the great heat wave which occurs every
eleven years and a fraction, and nearly coincidontlywith the beginning of the increase of
each sunspot cycle of the same duration."
The sunspot cyles have been well determined
by several authorities, working independently,
and the views of Piazzi Smith, therefore, are

neither coqjectural nor theoretical, but entitledto earnest study and rosearoh. lie
reads off from his magnificent thermomotric
records, as the next largest feature, an

"extreme cold close on either side of the
great heat wave," to which he gives the distinctionof the "cold wave." and. writing
some time before the present winter had
developed its phenomenal rigors, he stated
that, "depending on our later observed eleven
year periods, or from 1816 to 1857, and from
the latter up to 1868, we may perhaps be
justified in concluding that the minimum temperatureof the present oold w.i ve was reached
in 1871, and that the next sim ilar cold wave

will occur in 1878." This prediction has, it
would seem, been in the main points substantiallyverified; and it is sustained by the
roughly-estimated "ten-year p eriod" familiar
to the old Western pioneers, whose fortunes
and interests hafcre made them such close observersand really such excellent philosophers.
The oceanic masses on our globe are, of
course, the most potential regulators of climate,because their surfaoo is three
times as largo as that of the combined
land masses, and beoause in their deep
waters.tMr Gulf Streams and Kuro
Siwos.are the great reservoirs of solai
heat and energy. It is easy to see that the
mensual or annual variations of boat from
cosmlcal regions would bo first made sensible
in the torrid zone of the sea, and thence be
feit in the higher latitudes, and on the windwardsides of the great continents like North
America. The windward side of our continentis its western or Pacific side, and this
fact may account for the remarkably severe

snow storms of tho Rocky Mountains this winter,which have made their passes impassable
even to the iron horse, and blockaded the only
transcontinental railway we now have. It is
now, however, known that the narrow and
shallow channel of Behring Straits, which is
the gateway of the Kuro Slwo, or hot Japan
Gulf Stream, into the Arctic Ocean, becomes
gorged with icebergs and frozen solidly aoross,
and to the bottom, in midwinter and March.
We are forced, therefore, to the conclusion
that the great equatorial stream, denied admittancethere, must find its way eastward,
and is projected with its sea of warmth ovei

upon the northwestern coasts of America.
There is no other circulation possible for tb<
Pacific when Behring Sea is blockaded, and
it is highly probable that when the earth if
passing under one of these enormous "colc
waves," as Piazzi Smith designates them, th<
result is an early and premature closing up ol
the Behring channel. We may comfort our

selves, therefore, with the conclusion to whicl
these facts lead us, that in the winters o

greatest severity our whole Continent is tern

pered by the warm water lying to windward o

it, dammed up in the vicinity of the Aloutiai
Islands, and having its warmth and vapo
drifted by the westerly winds and spread as

mantle of heat over the whole country.
During the last cold snap tho Herali

showed conclusively that it was not dne to th<
transmission of cold atmosphere from th<
Rocky Mountains, as the old theory explainet
such severe spells, but that it was due to th<
vast current of descending arctic air from th
northern part of British America, whioh ha<
been deflected by the warm southwesterly
winds on the Pacific coast crossing the moun
tains and forcing this Polar current to th
east side of the British Possessions. Th<
Signal Service report* of tbe past few day
how how well founded thii explanation wa

and perfectly prove Its correctness. For sev

eral day* previous to the beginning of tbi
cold snap, from which we have suffered ac

much, the Rocky Mountains were in the grea
band of southw esterly equatorial air sweepinj
across Montana In to the valley of tbe Saskal
chewan and piling np the Polar current nortl
of Lake Superior. O n Wednesday mornin
this wave of cold air bad spread over all th
Northwe st with zero thermometers and wa

rolling awa y to the eastward. From Mich!
gan to Lake Ontario the surface wind
were rapidly rising, with intense cold
and on the icy summit of Mount Washingtonlyingon the extreme eastern side of the grea
polar current.the thermometer bad fallen t

twenty-seven degrees below aero and tbe win
had already attained the hurricane velocity c

one hundred and twenty miles an hour. It i
due to the published Signal Service reports
from whioh those facts are gatherod, to sa

that their probabilities gave timely notice <

this Boreal invasion on Mondav. showing th

js sheet.
rapid progress It is making in fathoming theso
wonderful and mysterious phenomena of the
atmosphere. We ought by all means to hare
telegraphic information from the region north
and west of Lake Superior to enable General
Mjer to get the earliest premonitions of the
approach of these rast anti-cyclones, which
are as Important la their resnlts as cyclones
from the South. Indeed, without any pretensionto weather wisdom, and judging only
from experience, we should not hazard much
in the prediction that this severe cold spell is
the prelnde to and the premonitor of a great
equinoctial gale, now folly due. The mariner
may do well to keep a sharp lookout for it.

The Alakun Claim Qaesttea la the
Brltleh Parliament.

The sabjeot of the Alabama Claims bill
of the American government, and the
Treaty of Washington generally, was

brought to the notice of the House of
Lords by Earl Derby yesterday evening.
His Lordship was noxious to know if the
Queen's government would remain firm in its
determination not to entertain the claim for
indirect damages. He referred to the anxiety
which prevailed out of doors on this point,
and warned the Ministry that a continuous
sacrifice of principle, even for the sake of
securing peace, Is dangerous. The independenceof the press in commenting on the generalsubjeot was acknowledged completely by
the peer, who seemed to regret that the newspaperswere permitted to be ahead of the
Parliament in the enjoyment of an opportunity
for the exercise of its privilege. He wisbed to

know if Great Britain would appear again beforethe Geneva Board of Arbitration. Lord
Malmesbury supported Earl Derby's position,
regretting the government delay in discussing
the Treaty of Washington. Lord Westbury
was animated in bis opposition to the indirect
damages olaim, and not exactly complimentaryto the diplomacy of the United States, if
his remarks have been reported correotly.
The debate terminated without having producedany exaot result, Earl Granville refer:
ring the oppositionists to the previous state,
ments of Mr. Gladstone on the subject. The
Foreign Secretary alleged, in conclusion, that
the Treaty of Washington had been misconstrued.This declaration may, perhaps, indicatethe advent of a moment of mutual amioableinterpretation of its provisions.
Substantial Argument for Reducing Taxation.
The customs receipts for the week ending

March 9 amounted to $4,373,759, which is at
nf <t>>>47 A Q~ A.aa a .aar, Than nra-a

wuu in«w vi ^vif-xwiivv w jr vwn auvj nviv

for the week ending March 16 $3,842,404.
The average of these two weeks would give,
at the same rate throughout the year,
$213,620,238. There is little doubt thut with
the present duties the income will be at least
two hundred and twenty-five to two hundred
and thirty millions, for the receipts of the last
two weeks are less than* the average for the
whole year. For the first eight months of the
fiscalyear.from July 1,1871, to March 1,1872,
the receipts were $146,721,000. Mr. Sherman,in his speech on the financial condition
ot the country, delivered in the Senate on the
15th of this month, estimates the income from
customs at $226,061,500. This exceeds Mr.

(
Boutwell's estimate by fourteen millions. We
tbink Mr. Sherman's cstimato will be less than
the receipts. Now, the interest on the debt,
considering the principal that has been
redeemed, ought not to amount to one hundredand fifteen million dollars. We shall
have, therefore, from customs duties alone,
about a hundred and twelve to a hundred and
fifteen millions more than is needed to pay the
interest on the debt. This ought to be ample
for all the current expenditures of the government,exclusive of interest on the debt. A
hundred and fifteen millions ought to pay
everything and leave a surplus for a sinking
fund, under an economical administration.
We see, then, that the present reoeipts from
customs are enough, without internal taxes,
for all necessities. Who will now say, therefore,that there is not a large margin both to
reduce the tariff and to cut down internal
taxation? It is evident the revenue could
be safely reduced a hundred millions a year
and then leave a large surplus to be applied
to the liquidation of the debt. Instead of

paring down the taxes, a little here and a

j little there, which the people would hardly
, feel, we need a sweeping measure of reform

j that would cheapen living and production and

} give new life to trade and commerce.

f The Railroad Accident on the West
- Pennsylvania line, which occurred yesterday
i at Conemaugh Furnace, by which the Southfem express train was wrecked, brings its
- lessons of warning to railway officials all over

f the country. The cause, we learn, was a

a broken rail, and in the break-up of the winter,
r with its mountain freshets, floods and sudden
a changes of temperature, making rails as brittle

as glass, many snch causes will call for
> the most acute attention and prevision. The
s lives lost in this last catastrophe appear to be

a i L1A tltvAA annaae a have
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1 gone over tbe embankment, we admit to be
0 providentially email. Fourteen other paseeengere were injured. We have every reason,
1 therefore, to be thankful that a more terrible
j lose of life is not to be reoorded. If the

end of the winter necessitates increased preecautions on the great rivers, we recommend a

» similar cars by the offloers of the railroads in
s whose hands so many lives are placed by a

s publio that In this age of stir and bustle can.

not remain still.
8 Tmt Labor Reformers, in February last,
' nominated Judge Davis and Governor Parker

as their Presidential ticket; but it appears
that neither of these two anxious men has
been officially informed of the high distinction
conferred npon him. The Labor Reform

® Convention, perhaps, forgot to appoint a committeeon the subject, and so their nominees
8

may never be informed officially of tbe action
of the Convention. Well, as Mr. Toots would
say, "Never mind, it's of no consequence."

f

Mr. Sumner's Position, from the latest
t semi-official Information concerning it, apopears to be this : He will not support Grant
d for President under any circumstances; he
>f will not support the labor reform nominations,
is and he never will swing over to the demoi,cratio ticket. As John Randolph once reymarked in Congress:."This is clear, Mr.
>f Speaker; clear as ibo tight of that window.
e wkioh is not verv olear."

Vka Clielintl (HTntlM.n» Altna
Ab(H the Ue*f Ceoceratac the
Umu.The Daw ClaatA.

There It to be, according to the original call
from Missouri, a "National Mats Convention"
of liberal republicans "in the city of Cincinnation the first Monday of May next (the Gth
day of the month), at noon, there to take suoh
action as our convictions of duty and public
exigencies may require." The suggestion
thrown out by the Hkhxld to those liberal republicanswbo are in favor of the re-election
of General Grant to goto Cincinnati and there
nominate him for another term has evidently
created some alarm among the anti-Grant
liberals, and even among the democrats, who
are looking to and waiting for this Cincinnati
gathering in joyful expectation that it will
make a new political kite with which tha
democratic party may serve as the tail. A

hoperul democratic contemporary, assuming,
in reference to this Cincinnati project, Prinoe
Bismarck's position of "benevolent neutrality,"gives some benevolent advice on the subject.It shows how by a few simple precautionsat Cincinnati, such as the hiring of a ball,
and the issuing of tickets of admission, and
the employment of vigilant partisan detectives.such,for instance, as Gratz Brown and
Carl Schurz for Missouri, and Fenton and
Greeley for New York.they may nioely
separate the sheep from the goats, and prevent
a packing of the Convention "by the creaturesand tools of Grant."
These precautions are, indeed, suggested as

imperatively necessary; for otherwise GovernorBrown may be served as Sir Charles
Dilke was reoently served at one of his liberal
republican meetings in England, in having the
voice of the assemblage turned against him
by an overwhelming invasion from the other
side. In other words, we are admonished by
our benevolent democratic contemporary, that

at. ii p ii t> :.1 ~i .u/v.,1 j All
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the hall in which the Cincinnati Convention
meets with their own creatures they might
nominate Grant by acclamation and make the
whole movement ridiculous." And so they
might; but here Mr. Greeley comes dashing
in to the rescue. He warns the federal officeholdersthat the Philadelphia Convention is
their concern; nod he hopes no man will go
into it who has not made up his mind to give
another four years' lease of power to Grant;
that the office-holdei'3 have no business at the
Cincinnati Convention, that they did not call
it, are not invited and are not wanted there.
He bows them out by flatly informing them
that "they may do as they will at Philadelphia,but they cannot have their way at Cincinnati."

In fact, it appears that the original call of
Governor Brown, which was for "a mass Convention"at Cincinnati, at which no vouchers
or tickets won Id be required, has been abandoned,in consequence of the broad hints
thrown out that the Grant republicans wers

preparing to move upon the'enemy's works
and to carry them d la Fort Donelson. The
Dlan. therefore, of a regular political national
Convention has been substituted, and parties
applying for admission to a voice in its deliberationswill be required not only to show their
tiokets, but they will each have to pass the
inspection of a lynx-eyed detective, who can

tell at a glance whether the applicant is
sheep or a goat. Mr. Greeley's instructions
to the federal office-holders touching the CincinnatiConvention, then, will probably be
respected by them, because Greeley and
Fenton know all these office-holders in Mew
York, city and State, and how they got in,
Tom, Dick and Harry, by getting out or turningoff good Fenton and Greeley men. Brown
and Scburz, in the same way, are as well
posted npon the Missouri office-holders and
outside office-seekers, and no doubt there are

some outside liberal republicans or old-lina
democrats in each of all the other States who,
as well as Petroleum Y. Nasby, can pick out
the obnoxious Grant office-holder from tha
remotest corner or cross-roads post office of
the State they represent.

Here, then, we draw the line. The CincinnatiConvention will be an indignation meetingof outside republicans in regard to the

spoils and plunder of the national administra-" » «_%.»_ n xl. .111 k*.
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a family love-feast of inside republicans. The
democracy expect a satisfactory treaty of
allianoe, offensive and defensive, from Cincinnati,because tbey, too, are outsiders.
The great body of the people, caring
nothing for the spoils of the federal offices,
nor for insiders or outsiders, will settle the

question of the next Presidency upon the
substantial merits of General Grant's administration.

Dread of the Bonnpartee la France.

Rumor has it that one of the members of
the Murat family, while on his way from Englandto France, quite recently, was arrested
at Calais and compelled to return. Count
Murat, or Prince Murat, as some will prefer
to call him, is a member of the imperial
family; and the presumption on the part of
the Thiers government that be was bent oil

some business in connection with the restorationof the Bonapartes was not unnatural. If
this report proves to bs correct it will furnish
another and most substantial proof that the
Thiers government is painfully sensitive as to

the danger which threatens it on the side of
the Bonapartes. Nay, more. It seems to implythat the danger is not imaginary, but real.
MacMahon is still at the head of the army;
and while changes are made In all directions
the Frenofi army rtiH&lna substantially what
it was under the empire. The general feeling
is that while Mactfahon mlgVt at any momentremove President Thiers, it is not in the

power of President Thiers to dispense with
the servloes of the Commander-in-Chief. In
France things are not yet quite as they should
be. We are most anxious to see the rtpublio
prosper and take root. But what with the daily
executions of Communists, the Inexplicable
and fruitless coquetting with royalty and the
awful dread of the return of the Bonapartes,
we are not enoouraged to believe that Franca
has yet found her goal. There must be more

sorrow before there is rost, peace and prosperity.
Tub Union of Ciiurcii and State in France

and in Great Britain continues to impede the
course of beneficial legislation toward the peopieof both countries, as will bo soen by our

cablo reports of tho proceedings of the French *

Legislative Assembly and the English Parliamentvesterdav.


